CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Worship Service

April 10th-Sunday

10 AM

“Saving Jesus Redux” Adult Ed

Worship Service ~ Church School

11:45 AM

10 AM

“Saving Jesus Redux” Adult Ed

April 17th—Sunday ~ Palm Sunday

11:45 AM

Worship Service / EasterEgg Hunt/ Church School

April 24—Sunday ~ Easter

10 AM

“Saving Jesus Redux” Adult Ed

Worship Service ~ Church School

ide

11:45 AM

10 AM

“Saving Jesus Redux” Adult Ed

May 1st-Sunday

11:45 AM

May 8th to 12th Rummage Sale drop off

May 14th Saturday
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9 AM to 1 PM Lyme’s Annual Spring Rummage Sale

May 15th Sunday

10 AM Worship Service ~ Church School

May 22nd Sunday
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Dear Friends,
The past three months have been about change and have shown us a lot, some of which we
didn’t anticipate. In February we held what may have been the most change-filled Annual
Meeting in decades.
The congregation, with nearly 85% approval, voted to become “Open and Affirming” and to
adopt a radically inclusive Welcome Statement. In effect, we took a stand on the unconditional acceptance of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people in the life of our congregation (and in the process made a statement to the world that persecution of people for
their differentness—such as killing and imprisoning them in Uganda, is not acceptable).
We changed the entire structure of governance, going from an older model with 52 committee slots to a One-Board Church with 13 slots (5 officers and 8 Ministry Area Leaders who
comprise the only board). This makes more sense for a church listing 71 Active Members,
more than 2/3 of whom are unavailable for service on boards and committees.

Email: lymechurch@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.lymechurch.com

Finally, rather than pay a supply minister and an organist a total of $350 a week for the 9
weeks of my Sabbatical leave in July and August, the congregation opted to save the money
and not hold summer worship services at Lyme, and to instead invite people to visit other
congregations like Hadlyme, Old Lyme, and Grassy Hill. (This, by the way, is not without
precedent, as the church has in the past shared summer worship with other churches like
Grassy Hill and Hadlyme.)

Phone: 860-434-0220
FAX: 860-434-8858
Office Hours:
Tues & Fri. 11 to 2 PM
Wed & Thurs 8:30 AM to 1 PM

Also at Annual Meeting (thanks to the expertise of new member Dave Adams), we previewed the new website www.LymeChurch.com and visited the church’s Facebook and
Twitter pages. Barely launched in February, we have already seen a lot of activity by visitors and subscribers who want to read the sermons and the regular faith-posts by some of
our members (Chip Dahlke’s and Ann Kloman’s reminiscences have been popular). This
new form of ministry and sharing the Word should grow quickly as we learn.

Organist: Carroll
Johnston
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Pastor:
Rev. Dr. Steve Burt
Cell: 860-405-5183

It’s also exciting to report that more than half our adult
worshipping group is involved in our adult education
course, “Saving Jesus.” Most congregations are lucky to
have a group, and if it’s 5% of their worship population,
that’s good. The people who come to Lyme don’t come
from habit but because they are committed to being here,
in particular for the learning experience.

Postal Patron

Spring 2011
Newsletter

It’s been an interesting and exciting winter/spring at Lyme
Church. Check us out.
Faithfully,
Website: lymechurch.com
Email: lymechurch@sbcglobal.net

Pastor Steve Burt

~ Phone 860-434-0220 ~ Fax 860-434-8858 ~
One Sterling City Road, Lyme, Connecticut 06371
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Rev. Dr. Steve Burt, pastor (4 years now)
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One Sterling City Road, Lyme, Con-
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CHURCH NEWS:

Call the Office to Update your

Stop & Shop Bonus Bucks for

Haddam Neck Congregational

Email Address: Please email the
office with your email address so we
can add you to our list. In the email,
please indicate if you would like to
receive Steve’s Sunday sermons by
email and this newsletter by email.
Or you can send your email address
to: lymechurch@sbcglobal.net.
Many thanks.

School: Help Lyme Consolidated
School by logging onto
www.stopandshop.com/aplus and
entering your card number then the
school ID number of 06283. The
school earns money every time you
shop!

Church Quilt Show
The 22nd Annual Haddam Neck
Congo Church Quilt Show will be
held Sat. April 9th and Sunday, April
10th in Haddam Neck, CT. All
proceeds will benefit the Church
Restoration Fund. For more info, call
860-267-2848.

Spring Rummage Sale! Mark your
calendars for Saturday May 14th for
our Annual Spring Rummage Sale.
Thanks as always to all of our loyal
volunteers. Without your help, we
couldn’t make this important event
happen.
Communion dates have changed.
At the Annual Meeting, it was
decided that communion would be
celebrated every other month. For
2011, communion dates will be:
April 3, June 5, August 7, October 2
and December 4.
As always, everyone is welcome to
participate in communion.
New London Soup Kitchen:
Our church prepared and served the
soup kitchen meal on February 13th.
Once again Kelley Cahill coordinated
the cooking and volunteers. If you
can help in the future or if you have
any questions, please contact Kelley
at (434-2837).
“Mission of the Month”
The mission for February was Brown
Bag Sunday. The collection was taken
in support of the Shoreline Food
Pantry. The collection due date for the
bags was Sunday, February 20th and
22 bags were collected. We hope you
will continue to support this local
mission project in these difficult
times.
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Help Needed! Please consider
volunteering to be a greeter, to
organize Sunday morning coffee hour
or to provide the altar flowers one
week. Sign up sheets are in the
Fellowship Hall. Your mission work
is greatly appreciated.
Helping with coffee hour involves
getting to church a little early to set
up the coffee pot, bringing a few
small goodies and setting out some
cups and napkins. Everyone usually
helps with the clean up.
Adult Education
Steve is leading a terrific adult
education series, “Saving Jesus
Redux.” This video/loose-leaf/lecture
series is an antidote to fundamentalist
Christianity. You need not make
every session. It is being offered on
Sunday mornings following worship
and fellowship at 11:45 AM. Free!
For more information, call the church
office or talk to Steve.
Church School
Tina Santiago continues to do a great
job organizing Church School twice a
month. Children begin in Church,
then go to the Sunday School room
for the remainder of the time to do a
craft or project . Snacks & juice are
provided. Church School dates for
the remainder of the year are as
follows: April 17 & 24. May 1, 15 &
22. Don’t forget to join us on Easter
Sunday for the annual Easter Egg
Hunt immediately following the
worship service.

“The Choir” live acoustic band
Grammy nominated band “The
Choir” will perform a live concert to
support Waterford Country School at
Quaker Hill Baptist Church on April
30 at 7 PM. For more info, go to:
www.qhbc.org
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Fitfocused will run a 7 week Zumba class at our
church on Tuesday mornings from 9:15 AM to 10:15
AM beginning April 26th to June 15th (not held on
May 10th due to our Spring Rummage Sale). The
class will be taught by Donna Scott. The fee is $105
for 7 weeks. Call 434
434--0220 to register.
All are welcome!

Organ Donor Needed!
Do you love to hear beautiful music
in church? We are looking for
someone to help us bring our organ
back to its original playing ability.
In March, we had Allen Organ
Service, Co. evaluate our church organ
for repairs. The repairs include: 6
TT4 boards for missing stops, 16’
Fagotto pedal, 8’ Flute in great &
pedal, Krumhorn 8 in Swell; Larigot in
Swell, Principal 2 in Swell, and 1/2
Mixture in Great! In other words,
$3,300.
Can you subsidize the repairs? If
so, we would love to have your name
(and date) engraved on a plaque and
attached to the organ to memorialize
your generous contribution to our
church’s music program.
Please call the office if you are able
to help. 860-434-0220.
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The April guest on Conversations,
a public access program, is our
own pastor Steve Burt, Tune into
Comcast Channel 14 to watch the
show hosted by LymeLine editor
Olwen Logan at 7 p.m. on April 11
or 25

The Annual Meeting

CT Dept of Social Services will
be in Old Lyme for one day
To take applications for State
Assistance Programs. For info call
860-388-1988 or see the bulletin
board in the church hallway.

Steve on TV!

This year’s Annual Meeting held on February 20, 2011 brought many changes to our church community. The governing
structure of the church was changed from the older model of 52 committee slots to a “One Church Board” with 13 committee
slots (Pastor, Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer and Financial Secretary, Outreach & Member Care, Hospitality & Welcome, Worship,
Communication, Finance, Staff Relations, Property, and Stewardship). Those officers and committee members approved at the
meeting are listed below.
A small committee was formed in 2010 to review whether our church should declare itself to be an Open and Affirming
(ONA) church with the United Church of Christ. A package of information taken from the UCC website was made available to
Members with the objective of making a decision on whether or not to declare. The following ONA Statement was approved at
the Annual Meeting.
2010 Annual Reports are available in the church office and include a directory of membership. Please stop by or phone
(434-0220) or email (lymechurch@sbcglobal.net) the office to have a copy sent to you.

―ONE CHURCH BOARD‖
2011
Pastor:
Moderator:
Clerk:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Church Council:
Outreach & Member Care
Hospitality & Welcome
Worship:
Communication:
Finance:
Staff Relations:
Property:
Stewardship:
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Steve Burt
Tina West
Shelley Bochain
Gary Reynolds
Carroll Johnston
Rich Clippinger
Jolyn Joslin
Shirley Latham
Dave Adams
Chip Dahlke
Open
Paul Kotowski
Open

Lyme Church ONA Statement:
We, the members of the First Congregational Church of Lyme, CT, interpreting the Bible in the context of its times and our time and following the
teachings and example of Jesus, declare our church to be an Open and Affirming church, actively expressing Jesus’ inclusive embrace of all people.
We acknowledge God’s acceptance of every individual and Jesus’ commandment to love one another. Therefore, this church welcomes heterosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender individuals to worship and
enter into the full life and ministry of our church. In our community of
faith, all people are encouraged to participate and share their talents and
energy in worship and sacraments, leadership positions, ordained ministry,
lay ministry, learning, service, mission, and fellowship.
Further, persons of every gender, mental and physical ability, age, race,
nationality, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing,
and family structure are welcome in our church community; and the First
Congregational Church of Lyme invites all to share in the life, leadership,
ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and
joys of our congregation.
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Congratulations to Steve & Jolyn!
Married March 13th, 2011

EASTER WEEK
SCHEDULE




Sunday, April 17th
10 AM
Palm Sunday Service

Sunday, April 24
10 AM
Easter Church Service and Celebration at our Church followed by the
.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt in the cemetery.
Church World Service “Blanket Sunday”

Steve surprised the congregation with
a wedding…...his & Jolyn’s!

Lyme Congregational Church

Jolyn’s son Baird gave a toast to the
new couple after the service.

Join us for our
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Brief service including reading of Matthew’s
“Passion”

Following 10 AM Worship
Easter Sunday
April 24th, 2011
Bring Your Easter Basket
Prizes will be Awarded!

THE MINISTER’S
DISCRETIONARY
FUND
made a difference….

Many, many thanks to those of you who have generously
and faithfully supported the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. The
Annual Appeal last fall was successful and brought the fund’s
balance to $13,000.
Unfortunately, it has been used more than ever this winter
by your neighbors right here in the Lyme and Old Lyme
communities. Checks have been written to CL&P, Big Y, car
insurance companies, Rite Aid, L & M Hospital, and other very
necessary providers. The checks are never written to the individual
asking for help and cash is never given.
The fund is down to $4000 and needs to be replenished.
We hope you will help. Please write a check if you are able.
Thanks again for your continued support.

Make checks out to: “First Congregational Church
of Lyme” and notate “Discretionary Fund”.
Mail to: 1 Sterling City Road
Lyme, CT 06371

Jolyn & Steve with well-wishers.
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Jolyn’s lifelong friend flew in from California to surprise her.

SPRING, 2011
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Can you help with our

Lyme’s Annual Spring

Annual Spring Rummage Sale?
(Yes…..you!!)
The rummage sale is Saturday, May 14th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. It is our semi-annual fundraiser. We count on YOU in our community to
help us with the workload to make this sale a success. Please volunteer some time if you are able. Thank you in advance for any help or
donations that you are able to give. This is the schedule that will be followed:
Sunday, May 8th--right after the church coffee hour. Help is needed with moving and setting up tables. Sign up sheets are available in the
Fellowship Hall of the church or please call the church office to sign up: 860-434-0220 or email at lymechurch@sbcglobal.net
Monday, May 9th – Thursday, April 29— 9 am - 4 pm and 7 pm – 9 pm.
Donations will be accepted at the Church (clothing and accessories, upstairs} and housewares (downstairs). Donations at the Grange
include children’s clothing, children’s toys and furniture, puzzles, games, etc. Donations at the Public Hall include tools, sports equipment,
appliances, lamps, furniture, pictures, and larger household items (lower level) and books, videos, DVDs, etc. (upstairs). We need
volunteers to help accept donations, sort them and price them. We can also definitely use anyone with a small truck or van that would be
willing to help us pick up donated furniture. From people who are unable to deliver them.

MAY 14th, 2011 ~9 am to 1 pm
This Rummage Sale is SO huge, we use 3 buildings in Lyme!

Saturday, May 14th-- 8:30am -- 1pm.
We need workers to cashier and help with the sale at the Grange, the Church, and the Public Hall. We also need people to donate baked
goods and chili for the lunch, as well as other baked items for the bake sale.


Please volunteer to work at any time that you can and of course we appreciate your donated items.



The Grange - children's clothing, children's furniture, toys and books.



The Public Hall (upstairs) - housewares****(NEW location)****,

(downstairs) - books*****(NEW location)*****.

We welcome friends who do not belong to the church to both contribute and assist
with the sale in any capacity. We hope everyone can contribute to this townwide
sale that we all enjoy so much! See you at the sale!!

Faith Keel, born April 2nd;
Jeannie West; Barbara Gustafson (Middlesex Hospital);
Friends & family of Thomas
Lomas and son Henry; Cindy
Fogle (broken leg); Paul D’Arcy; Gail Joslin (Jolyn’s cousinin-law, cancer); Dr. Bill Irving
(Crescent Point, Niantic);
Mark Wainger (cancer, prayers to remain stable) and his
partner Charles Taylor
(prayers for strength and comfort); Nell Johnson (Patti Unan’s mom); Libya, Japan, Ivory Coast & New Zealand.
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The Church (upstairs) - Men's and women's clothing, jewelry, shoes and pocketbooks.

Saturday, May 14th—1p.m.-2p.m. or so.
We need volunteers with trucks to take unsold items to the dump. We need people to pack up useful items at the Grange, Public Hall, and
Church and dismantle the set-up for the sale. And we need people to vacuum and put the three buildings back in order.

(downstairs) -furniture, small appliances, electronics, sporting goods, and luggage.

Donations will be collected (at the appropriate locations) :
Monday, May 9th through Thursday May 12th
9 am to 4 pm or 7 pm to 9 pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE1 QUALITY, NOT QUANITY...
NO non-working: computers, tv’s or electronic equipment, couches,
broken, dirty, or any other non-useable items. Each year we must PAY to haul away junk that some folks leave

A special
Happy Birthday to
Doad Jewett
who turned 98 years old on
April 11th!

when no one is around. Please only leave items that you know we can re-sell. Otherwise, it just means more work for
us and less money for charity. Also, Please do not deliver items to any of the rummage sale buildings before
Monday, April 26 as there is no one to handle the items. Thanks very much for your continued support!
* If you have any questions, please call the church office at 434-0220 ORGeorge House 434-

8688. We need all the help we can get with sorting and pricing, any time will be greatly
appreciated. Need not be a member of the church to volunteer.
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