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Dear Friends,
In January a good friend and colleague, Rev. Sidat Balgobin, retired from Park Congregational in Norwich. He’s 62, a year older than me. It awakened me to the fact
that retirement is no longer on the far horizon, but is growing closer.
Right after that a notice came to the Lyme Church announcing the denomination’s
annual pre-retirement informational seminar in Boston. As I stared blankly at the letter, I realized I
had no clue as to whether I could afford to retire, much less when. So I signed up to check things out
and I attended in mid-March.
What a shock! Many old friends and colleagues I hadn’t seen in years were there, looking much older
(not me, of course). The general disbelief was evident on all our faces, and the most uttered sentence
of the day was, “What are you doing here?” I guess attending a pre-retirement planning seminar is a
rite of passage (maybe the last one before the biggie). It was painful in many ways, but the lunch was
excellent.
What I learned about finances is, I can’t afford to retire soon, and if I try to do it at 66 on a combined
social security and pension check of $24,000 a year, I won’t be able to afford my house payment,
much less any food. Reality is sometimes hard. If I hang on and work until 70, though, I can manage.
(My other option was to start earning more, beef up my pension, and pay more into social security.) It
was also pointed out that I can work past 70. So the seminar helped me face two questions: how
much and when.
What I hadn’t figured on, though, was the profitable lunch conversations that would come over lunch,
and the quiet ride back to Connecticut that would let my mind explore related issues. This wasn’t just
about retirement income and timing; it was also about the enjoyment factor. How do I feel about
working in my 60s, maybe 70s, maybe 80s? How does my health play into it? (Some of my colleagues and friends are retiring because they’re in ill health, others because they’re burned out on
ministry, and still others because they’ve lost patience or are sick-and-tired of being sick-and-tired.)
This provided a great stimulus for me to self-reflect.
I have an advantage over many of my friends—I have a strong second calling. My eggs aren’t all in
the pastoral-ministry basket. I have a successful alternate reality (not exactly a career) as a fiction
writer. (I lose money at it every year, but I love writing and publishing books.) But I also still love
preaching and teaching and interacting with my congregation. So, even past 60, or 70 (maybe 80) I
can enjoy one or both “callings” (pastor/writer). That’s a whole different consideration beyond the
figures and the timing (62, 65, 66, 70 are all relatively arbitrary dates anyway, aren’t they?).
Okay, so what I learned is: I need to strengthen my retirement account and
my social security earnings base over the next 9 years. And I need to pay
attention to the Spirit within me, to monitor my joys and satisfactions. And
I can trust that I’ll know when the time is right. In the meantime, life is
good, isn’t it?
Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. Steve Burt, pastor (and semi-famous author)
P.S. At last night’s Church Council meeting we learned that the Endowment, which had dropped to ½ its value about the time I arrived, has
mostly recovered. We’re still eating up its principal and some principal to float the general budget, but it’s still cause for rejoicing.

Steve Burt, pastor
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CHURCH NEWS:
Reception to honor 25-year
members: On June 13th, worship
will be followed by a reception to
honor those who have been members
of the church for at least 25 years.
Please join us for this special
occasion at 9:30 AM.
Many thanks go to the Helping
Hands Committee who spent hours
folding and preparing the April townwide newsletter for distribution.
Steve calls them the “Holy Folders.”
Starting June 6th, we’ll
shift to 9:30 AM
worship for the
summer. The final
Sunday of 9 a.m.
summer worship will be
September 5th (Labor Day weekend).
Beginning September 12th, we’ll go
back to regular 10 a.m. worship
services. Please mark your calendars.
Please consider volunteering to be a
greeter, to organize Sunday coffee
hour or to provide altar flowers.
Sign up sheets are in the Fellowship
Hall. Thanks in advance for your help
in this ministry.
Many thanks to Melodee Leonardo
who took care of the palm fronds
for Palm Sunday. She came in
earlier in the week to prepare them
and have them ready for Sunday
morning. The kids later used them in
the traditional way—for sword
fighting.
Office Closed. The church office will
be closed on May 11 & 14 while
Connie is on vacation (unless
someone wants to volunteer to keep
the office open. If so, please see
Steve.)
Domestic Violence Support Group
New Horizons Valley Shore has a
closed session 8 week group designed
for current or past victims of domestic
abuse. Call 860-344-9599 or see the
bulletin board in the hallway.
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The 142nd Spring Annual Meeting
of the CT Conference of the UCC
will be held on Sat. May 8, 2010 at
the First Congregational Church of
Madison. Call 860-761-7114 or see
the info on the bulletin board.

Pastor Steve’s new novel, FreeK
Camp about psychic teens in a
paranormal thriller, is out. It’s been
nominated for “Best Beach Book
Read of the Year!” He’s accepting
orders. Call 860-405-5183.

Maundy Thursday Candlelight
Service: This service drew only
about 7 people, including the pastor
and 4 deacons. Should we
discontinue having it at our church
and join another Maundy Thursday
service at another church nearby? It
is something to consider for next year.

Grasshopper Green, our preschool
that operates in our basement is in
their 3rd successful year and is almost
at full capacity for their 2010-2011
school year. They want to thank the
congregation for their part in their
success!

Easter Sunrise Service:
Easter Sunrise
Service was held
at 6:10 a.m. at
Gillette Castle.
About 40-50
people gathered
to celebrate the
service which
was led by clergy
from our church, the Hadlyme church
and the East Haddam church. Steve
Burt had to step us as preacher that
misty morning when M.J. Hinchliff of
East Haddam, the scheduled preacher,
was admitted to the hospital on short
notice. About 9 of the folks were
from our church. Afterward, a great
breakfast was hosted by the Hadlyme
church where a full house thoroughly
enjoyed warming up after the cold but
perfect Easter sunrise.
Mission Work: The grand total
collected from our church for The
Missionary Society of Connecticut for
Chilean Relief was $508! The total
for Church World Service for Blanket
Sunday was $345! Good job!

Open & Affirming: Rich Clippinger
and Steve Burt are looking for
members for the new committee that
has been formed to explore the
UCC’s Open & Affirming process,
which emphasizes church openness to
people regardless of sexual
orientation. Please see Rich or Steve
if you are interested in serving on this
committee. We’ll offer a series of
movies and discussions.
Renovations: The Fellowship Hall
has been freshly painted! And the
new insulating shades are installed in
the windows of the meetinghouse.
Guest preachers:
May 23: Rev. Howard Seip
May 30: Rev. Robin Blundon
July 4: Ellie/musical lesson
Sept. 5: Rev. Carolyn Johns
Sept. 19: Rev. Mobby Larson
Oct. 3: Rev. Howard Seip
Oct. 10: Rev. Carolyn Johns
Nov. 28: Rev. Mobby Larson

Website Committee: Rich
Clippinger will be forming a
committee to upgrade the church
website. Can you help?
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Christian Ed & More…..
Church School: There were more than
15 children at the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
Special thanks to Samantha Keel for all her
help hiding the Easter eggs. We are
approaching May, and it is hard to believe
the Church school year is winding
down. There will be Sunday School on
May 2nd and 23rd. The 23rd will be the
last day of Sunday school and bibles will
be given to all third graders actively
involved in the service. We will start up
again in September.

Joan Latham Memorial Scholarship
Fund. The Joan Latham Memorial
Camp Fund was set up to help children
who need financial assistance to attend
Camp Claire. Contact Shirley Latham
(434-1439) if you know a child who is
in need of a scholarship or if you are
interested in making a donation.

Touch-A-Truck Event Sat. May
22nd, 2010. Child & Family of SE CT
& East Lyme Parks & Rec will
sponsor a “Touch-A-Truck” Event
from 9 Am to 2 PM at McCook’s Point
Park in Niantic, CT. A very
educational experience, kids can climb
various vehicles, sit in the driver’s seat
and discover a world of trucks. $3
donation. Ages 3 and up. For more
info, go to www.cfapress.org or 8604432896.

Can You Give Us A
Lift?
We now have $17,000 of
the $23,000 we need to
replace our worn out
chairlift at church. Need
help! Can you
contribute? Earmark
checks: “Lift Fund.”

“Leave the world better than
you found it. Take no more
than you need. Try not to harm
life or the environment. Make
amends if you do.”
Paul Hawken

The Annual Spring Rummage Sale!!
Saturday, May 1st, 2010
9am to 1 pm
The Sale is SO huge, we use 3 buildings in Lyme!
The Church (upstairs) -Clothing, jewelry, shoes and pocketbooks.
The Grange-Children’s clothing, children’s furniture, toys and books.
The Public Hall (upstairs)-books (downstairs)-furniture, small appliances, electronics,
sporting goods and luggage.
Donations collected (at the above appropriate locations):
Monday April 26th to Thursday, April 29th —
9am to 4pm or 7pm to 9pm.
...Please NO…
Non-working computers, tv’s or electronic equipment,
couches or any other non-useable items!
For more information please call the church office 434-0220,
Mary Ann Kistner 526-3621 or George House 434-8688
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Palm Sunday
March 28th, 2010
Doad Jewett &
Dr. Bill Irving

Little & Big Clippingers

Steve trying to find his
place again.

Shirley discovers one
rightside-up cup and
contemplates what to do
with it.

Birthday Party

Margaret Coles patiently
listens as Paul Kotowski
spins out one of his jokes.

April 11, 2010
Steve challenges
a 97 year-old to
arm wrestle. And
loses again. Now
he has to reach
for his wallet &
pay up.
97 plus 1 plus 81
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Remember the Gerber
baby?

Steve received the first
shipment of his new book
“FreeK Camp”.
May, 2010 Newsletter

Easter Sunday
April 4th, 2010

The princess in front
of the castle.

Egg-hunters, start your
engines!
What if we reach down for an egg and a
hand reaches up for us?

I know eggs-actly where to look!

Hey! Hey! Is that a real man disappearing
between those big tombstones?
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Christian Service
Habitat for Humanity is in need of
volunteers for a build on Cape Ann
Court in New London. This home is a
project to help a family out of their
unsuitable housing situation and into a
safe, affordable home. Please go to
www.habitatsect.org for more
information and to sign up to
volunteer.

families that are struggling against
poverty as they seek to develop
viable, sustainable communities
and livelihoods in the world over.

Soup Kitchen Ministry

We also received a thank you letter
from the Missionary Society of
Connecticut for the 7 checks we
collected totaling $508 to help the
Chilean earthquake relief fund. And
finally, we received a thank you letter
Mission Work this Month! from One Great Hour of Sharing for
Our membership generously donated our checks totaling $825 for our
Please join us for the next Soup
help toward Haitian earthquake
this month to several worthwhile
Kitchen on June 13th. Please call
relief.
causes. We received a thank you letter
Kelley Cahill at 860-434-2837 if you
from Church World Services for our
For a small church, we have come
can help cook, serve or donate.
10 checks totaling $345 for the
together to make a difference.
“Blanket Sunday” collection on Palm
& Easter Sunday. These funds help

Barbara Meyers
She graduated from Columbia University with a
degree in early childhood education in 1949. She
taught for many years at Lyme Consolidated School as
a special education teacher until her retirement in
1991. She was an avid reader and a member of the
Lyme Public Library Book Club.
She was predeceased by her husband, Robert Fenten
Meyers Sr.; her sister, Alice Ackerman; and her
brother, Walden C. Beekely Jr.
She is survived by a daughter, Deborah Meyers
Capone and her husband, Michael Capone, of Lyme;
Longtime church member Barbara (Beekley) Meyers, her son, Robert Fenton Meyers Jr. and his wife,
84, of Old Lyme, passed away on April 12, 2010, at
Cathleen Rehfeld Meyers, of Hood River, Ore.; and
Bridebrook Health Center in Niantic.
two grandsons, Michael Capone II of Lyme and
Matthew Capone of New Orleans, La.
She was born in Hartford, on Sept. 2, 1925. She was
the daughter of Jennie A. Woodruff and Waldron C.
Interment will be private, and a memorial service and
Beekley.
celebration of life will be held at a later date for family
and friends.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Congratulations!

Bobby Gustafson
Laurie Sulger
Margaret Skwarek
Tina Marie Santiago
Steve Burt’s 61st
Chip Dahlke
Andrea Wing
Tom Wing
Alissa Hatt
Jennifer Dye
Charlie Dahlke
Ed Sutton

Pastor’s New Thriller
Arrives!
By now everyone has seen the
Connecticut Magazine article
(Feb ’09), “The Sinister
Minister,” about our Lyme
Church pastor, Steve Burt.
Well, the Rev. Dr. Burt’s new
novel (his 15th book) has just
arrived. It’s already been
nominated for the Best Beach
Reads of 2010. The book,
FreeK Camp: Psychic Teens
in a Paranormal Thriller, is
for adults and teens down to
age 10, and has received
outstanding reviews. Steve has
already read a chapter for
worldwide podcasting with
Kids Radio Network out of
Los Angeles. The premise is
this: Two vans, each carrying 5
“special” teens, are headed for
Free Camp in rural Maine,
where they will be mentored
by “gifted” adults who will
help them uncover and/or
develop their unique “gifts.”
But the first van of 5 is
carjacked by a madman, who
makes them disappear; the
second van arrives at camp.

While the police and media are
looking for the kidnapped kids,
the two groups of teens have to
develop their powers while
they get acquainted and
become teams. The captive
group’s task is to escape; the
free group’s task is to locate
the prisoners and the villain.
It’s a nail-biter with a
breathtaking ending. Contact
Steve through the church office
or his cell phone. for
autographed copies (1.
collector’s edition, 2.
hardcover with dust-jacket, 3.
laminated hardcover for
schools/libraries, 4.
paperback). Congratulations to
our famous pastor/author!

May 2nd
May 2nd
May 4th
May 5th
May 5th
May 10th
May 10th
May 10th
May 15th
May 23rd
May 24th
May 31st

THE MINISTER’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
made a difference….
In past months it has been used to help with
rent, fuel, electric, phone, prescription
medicines for needy seniors, and a variety of
other behind-the-scenes needs. Funds are
written as checks directly to the service
providers, not to those needing the help. No
cash is given. And the monies generally assist
those in the Lyme/Old Lyme community. They
do not benefit the minister in any way; he
discreetly administers the funds.
To help, send your check made out to the
church, but earmarked, “Discretionary Fund.”
Thank you for your continued generosity.

Please keep the following people in your
prayers:

Jean Thackery (hospital, congestive heart failure);

Francis Rand; Jean Lee (breast cancer); Family & friends of
Barbara Meyers; Paul Kotowski (home); Ruth Heinze (home); Nell
Johnson (chemo); Theresa’s cousin, Vicki Valli (cancer); Rev. M.J.
Hinchliff; Chris Beckwith (in Iraq); Aaron Burt-Thomas, Warren
Stark, Rick Hardemas, Peter Demas (in Afganistan); Gert Peterson
(Sandy’s mom); Eloise (Flora’s friend); Jack & Melodee Leonardo;
Wendy Mahon; and Irene Fournier.
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May 2010

Wed. May 19 7:30 PM

Sun. May 16 10 AM

Sun. May 9th 10 AM

Sun. May 2nd 10 AM

Sat. May 1st 9 to 1

Worship/Rev. Howard Seip preaches

Council Meeting

Worship

Worship

Worship

Annual Spring Rummage Sale

Reminders:
Sun. May 23 10 AM

One Sterling City Road, Lyme, Connecticut 06371

~ Phone 860-434-0220 ~ Fax 860-434-8858 ~

Worship /Rev. Robin Blundon preaches

Memorial Day Holiday
10 AM

Mon. May 24
SunMay 30

May deacon on duty: Barbara Gustafson
(June: Doris Rand)
9:30 AM Summer Worship time begins on June 6th!

Thank you to those who donated flowers at Easter:
Doris Rand in Memory of Family
Bobby Gustafson in Memory of All Family
Barbara Gustafson in Memory of Dick
George & Linda House in Memory of Loved Ones
Sandy Peterson in Memory of my Dad, Ray Peterson
Charlotte & Howard Beers, in Memory of Loved Ones
Jack & Melodee Leonardo in Memory of Loved Ones
Margaret Leathers in Memory of Loved Ones
Laurie & Jack Sulger in Memory of Loved Ones
Jolyn Joslin in Memory of Loved Ones
Francis Rand in Memory of Loved Ones
Shirley & Fred Latham in Memory of Loved ones
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Emergencies: 860-405-5183

Office Hours:
Tues. & Fri. 9 AM to Noon
Wed & Thurs. 8:30 AM to 1 PM
Phone: 860-434-0220
FAX: 860-434-8858

Organist: Flora Kyle

Pastor:
Rev. Dr. Steve Burt
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