Holiday Newsletter 2011

Special Congregational

Christmas Schedule

Meeting

This year’s Christmas pageant will be held on
December 12th during regular worship hour. It will be
followed by coffee hour (no brunch). Practice for the
pageant is after church on Dec. 5th. Many of the kids
already have parts assigned, but as with last year, we need a
few adult actors, too. See Tina Santiago or Charlotte Beers.
All are welcome!

At a Congregational Meeting immediately following the
service on December 11th, the church will discuss and vote
on a number of important issues. Among these is whether
Associate Members will be able to vote on church affairs
and if the church will move from a full time pastor to a part
time one. All church members are urged to attend this
important meeting.

“Holiday Basket” Adopt –A-

Mark your calendars…..The Christmas Candlelight service
will be held on December 24th at 5 PM.
Please bring a can of food or box of cereal
for the Food Shelf. The need is extreme
this year.

Family

Please consider remembering a loved one
by donating a poinsettia or two this Christmas. Poinsettias
We will again adopt a Lyme family for the holidays that is in are used to decorate the altar for Christmas. The
need. At the time of the printing of this newsletter we did
dedications are listed in the bulletin. To participate, please
not have their wish list. Please go to our website at
bring the poinsettia to the church kitchen before Tuesday,
www.lymechurch.com to view their wish list which we will December 20th. There will be some sticks on the counter
update daily or you can choose a tag off the “Giving Tree” in for you to label your plant and place in the pot. Then sign
the Fellowship Hall of the church (this will help us organize the list with your dedication. Or, if you wish to make a cash
the gifts). If you choose something from the website,
donation for the purchase of poinsettias, please drop a
please email the office with your gift so we can remove it
donation off in the church office marked for “flowers”. Your
from the website (email us at lymechurch @sbcglobal.net). poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Eve .
Thank you for your help.
You can bring your unwrapped donation to the church
th
office (PLEASE BEFORE December 12 !!) All giving is
The holiday schedule for this year will be:
truly appreciated! (Wish lists are guidelines only….the
adopted family does not expect everything on their list.)
Pageant – Sun, Dec. 11th
May you enjoy the time you spend with your family and
friends this year & next!
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Candlelight Christmas Eve Service –
Sat. Dec. 24 at 5 PM
No service on Christmas Day –
Sun. Dec. 25th
No service on New Year’s Day –
Sun. Jan. 1st.

Annual Meeting
Our next Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 5th,
2012. We will celebrate communion on that date. Please
mark your calendars.

Mission Accomplished!
In October we hosted the Lymes Area CROP Walk again and
raised a bunch of money to help combat hunger through
Church World Service. Earlier in the month our Hungry
Bags food collection in worship brought in 22 bags of food
for the food pantry. The Minister’s Discretionary Fund
helped people to the tune of about $3000 in that period,
including buying 20 Thanksgiving turkeys. Good job,
everybody!

Our own saints: Tina West, George House,
Charlotte Beers, and Shirley Latham with Pastor
Steve Burt at the brunch celebration
on Nov. 6, 2011.

Stewardship
It’s that time of year to consider your pledge to the church
for 2012. Please make your pledge of support for 2012 to
the Lyme Church. Costs continue to rise. We need your
support to continue Lyme Church’s good work.
There’s no need to wait for a stewardship letter, you can
write in or call your pledge without waiting for an appeal.
If you’d like weekly envelopes, please call Connie in the
office at 434-0220 or email us at
lymechurch@sbcglobal.net.

All Saints Brunch & Baptism
Nov 6 wasn’t just the usual memorial candle-lighting and
communion this year. We also baptized Shane Bradford
Johnson, infant son of Nicole and Glenn Johnson and
brother of August. At the end of the service we recognized
the year’s volunteers, singling out four people for going
beyond the call of duty: Charlotte Beers, Shirley Latham,
Tina West, and George House. Afterward everyone
gathered downstairs for a full-house all-church brunch.

Church Office Closed
December 26 to January 2nd
Steve or Connie may be in and out, but we’re officially
closed. If you have an emergency, you can reach Steve on
his cell at 860-405-5183 or Connie at 860-917-7102.
They’re always available.

The baptism of Shane Bradford Johnson,
son of Nicole & Glenn Johnson
on November 6, 2011

Local Events:
The First Congregational Church of Old Lyme will hold it’s
“Elephants in Winter” sale on Sat. Dec. 3rd from 8 Am to
Noon. They will sell assorted Christmas decorations and
other handmade items.
The United Church of Chester will hold it’s Christmas Fair
on Sat. Dec. 3rd from 9 Am to 3 PM with a silent auction
and gift baskets. Lunch is served from 11 to 1 pm.
The First Congregational Church in Essex will hold its
Christmas On the Hill Fair on Dec. 3rd from 9 AM to 2 PM.
Grassy Hill Church will hold Christmas Services on Sunday,
December 18th at 7 PM.
“The Church on the Move” will hold its annual drive-thru
nativity scene on Orchard Street in East Haddam on Dec.
3rd & 4th.

